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RPEC Redistricting Commission Work Group Final DRAFT Criteria 
(as approved 8/25/21 by the Statewide Executive Board  

of the Retired Public Employees Council of Washington [RPEC]) 
 
Priorities among the criteria the state Redistricting Commission is to consider 
acknowledging that their primary mission is to have, as much as possible, equitable 
population distribution among our 49 legislative districts and our 10 congressional 
districts: 
 
1. Comply with the Federal Voting Rights Act, to ensure that minorities have equal 
opportunity to elect representatives of their choice 
 

Reasoning: the need to make sure our electoral processes result in representation, 
at all levels of government, based on accurate and fair representation of minority 
voters and elected officials. This will result in a more inclusive government and a 
more engaged and involved electorate. 
 
Additional considerations to make this criteria actionable: 
 
Based on relative populations within districts, the Commission should draw majority 
minority districts, in which minority groups form an effective majority based on 
relative populations. The Department of Justice has previously recognized a 
majority minority district includes a minimum of 55% minority voters to constitute an 
effective majority. 

 
2. Provide fair and effective representation, encourage electoral competition, and do 
not purposely favor or discriminate against any political party or group. 
 

Additional considerations regarding this criteria: 
 
• That the other considerations the Commission will review, such as keeping intact 
(where possible) governmental boundaries of local subdivisions, that districts be 
convenient, contiguous and compact NOT be subverted in the interest of creating 
competitive elections in districts. 
 
• The Commission should avoid ”splitting or packing” legislative or congressional 
districts, in order to create artificially competitive partisan districts. Examples would 
be to “pack" Democratic voters in high-density urban areas/districts, which can 
result in an artificial Republican voter bias. The Commission should recognize that 
“good government” criteria of compactness and preserving political subunit 
boundaries can still result in countermanding. Reviewing the voting patterns of the 
last three electoral cycles will assist the Commission in understanding current voting 
patterns beyond the historical urban/rural divide. 
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Additional criteria for the Commission to use: 
 
1. Recognize and honor Sovereign Tribal interests: in recognition of the government-to-
government relationship with federally-recognized tribes, the Commission should 
consult with each sovereign tribe and hear each of their specific wishes regarding 
how their tribal lands should be treated, in respect for their rights of self-determination 
and representation. 
 
2. That high consideration be given to the economic and cultural priorities and 
commonalities of communities. Examples of such important economic commonalities 
would be coastal communities whose economic priorities are timber, fishing (seafood 
harvesting in general) and tourism as compared to the urban/suburban communities 
east of Lake Washington, who have technology as a primary economic driver. Again, 
reviewing the voting patterns of such communities, in the last three electoral cycles, 
will illustrate how economic commonality changes an electorate’s voting priorities. 
 
Approved by RPEC Executive Board 8/25/21 
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